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MODI GETS SEOUL PEACE PRIZE FOR FOSTERING
GLOBAL LINKS

Relevant for: Pre-Specific GK | Topic: Important Prizes and Related Facts

Korean honour:Narendra Modi receiving the Seoul Peace Prize in Seoul on Friday.PTI  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was given the Seoul Peace Prize for 2018 on Friday for his
contribution to international cooperation and fostering global economic growth.

The Seoul Peace Prize Foundation presented the award at a grand ceremony here. A short film
on the life and achievements of Mr. Modi was screened.

Mr. Modi said, “This award belongs not to me personally, but to the people of India. The success
that India has achieved in the last five years is due to aspirations, inspiration and efforts of the
people of India. On their behalf, I accept the award and express my gratitude.”

He said he was honoured that the award is being conferred on him in the year that India
celebrated the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.

The Prime Minister dedicated the $200,000 (Rs. 1.42 crore) prize money to the Namami Gange
programme that seeks to stop pollution in the Ganga and rejuvenate the river.

Mr. Modi expressed concern over terrorism, and recalled that a few weeks before the Seoul
Olympics in 1988, an organisation called the Al-Qaeda was formed. As South Korea, India also
suffered the pain of cross-border strife.

“Our endeavour towards peaceful developments has only too often been derailed by cross-
border terrorism. While India has been the victim of cross-border terrorism for over 40 years, all
nations today face this grave threat which respects no borders,” he said, in an apparent
reference to Pakistan.
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PRESIDENT OF INDIA TO PRESENT GANDHI PEACE
PRIZE IN THE NATIONAL CAPITAL TOMORROW

Relevant for: Pre-Specific GK | Topic: Important Prizes and Related Facts

Ministry of Culture

President of India to present Gandhi Peace Prize in the
national capital tomorrow

Posted On: 25 FEB 2019 5:30PM by PIB Delhi

President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind will present the Gandhi Peace Prize for the years
2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018 tomorrow, the 26th Feb, 2019 at Darbar Hall, Rashtrapati Bhawan,
New Delhi. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will also attend the award Ceremony to felicitate
the awardees.

 

The awardees are as below

 

1. Vivekananda Kendra, Kanyakumari for the year 2015.

2. Akshaya Patra Foundation and Sulabh International for the year 2016 (Jointly).

3. Ekal Abhiyan Trust for the year 2017.

4. Sh Yohei Sasakawa for the year 2018.

(Click here to read more about the works of the awardees)

Gandhi Peace Prize for Social, Economic and Political transformation through Non-violence was
instituted in the year 1995. The Award comprises an amount of Rs. One Crore and a Citation.

Ministry of Culture, Government of India, invites nominations of persons/organizations in
accordance with the provisions of Section 1 of Chapter IV of the Code of Procedure. The Award
may be divided between two persons / institutions who are considered by the Jury to be equally
deserving of recognition in a given year. Work by a person since deceased cannot be the
subject of an Award.  If, however, his death occurred subsequent to a proposal having been
submitted to the Jury in the manner stipulated in the Code of Procedure, then a Posthumous
Award may be made.

As per para 2 of Chapter VI of Code of Procedure of Gandhi Peace Prize, the Jury shall
comprise of the following persons:-

1. Prime Minister of India Chairman (ex-officio)

2. Chief Justice of India Member (ex-officio)

3. Leader of the Opposition recognized as such in the Lok Member (ex-officio)
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Sabha or where there is no such Leader of Opposition
then, the Leader of the single largest opposition party in
that House

4. Eminent person Nominated Member

5. Eminent person Nominated member

 

Smt Sumitra Mahajan, Speaker, Lok Sabha and Sh. L.K.Advani, Member of Parliament were
nominated by Chairman of the Jury i.e Prime Minister of India as members on the Jury of
Gandhi Peace Prize for a period of three years         (3rd May, 2017 to 2nd May, 2020).

This annual award is given to individuals, associations, institutions or organizations who have
worked selflessly for peace, non-violence and amelioration of human sufferings particularly of
the less-privileged section of society contributing towards social justice and harmony. The Award
is open to all persons regardless of nationality, race, language, caste, creed or gender.
Normally, contributions made during ten years immediately preceding the nomination are
considered.  Older contributions may also be considered if their significance has not become
apparent recently.

 

Past Awardees

The details of prize conferred to individuals and organizations from the year of its inception in
1995 to till date are given hereunder:-

 

YEAR             AWARDED TO

1995               Dr.Julius K.Nyerere, former President of Tanzania

1996               Dr. A.T. Ariyaratne, Founder President of Sarvodaya Sharamadana Movement,
Sri Lanka.

1997               Dr. Gerhard Fischer of Germany

1998               Rama Krishna Mission (India)

1999               Baba Amte (Murlidhar Devidas Amte) (India)

2000               Dr. Nelson Mandela and Grameen Bank of  Bangladesh (jointly)

2001               Dr. John Hume, Ireland

2002               Bhartiya Vidya Bhawan

2003               Mr. Vaclav Havel, former President of Czechoslovakia

2005               Archbishop Desmond Tutu, South Africa
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2013               Sh.Chandi Prasad Bhatt

2014               Indian Space Research Organisation

This prize was not awarded for the years 2004, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and
2012.

 

NB/PS.
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PRESIDENT OF INDIA PRESENTS GANDHI PEACE
PRIZE

Relevant for: Pre-Specific GK | Topic: Important Prizes and Related Facts

Ministry of Culture

President of India presents Gandhi Peace Prize

Posted On: 26 FEB 2019 3:54PM by PIB Delhi

            The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind presented the prestigious
Gandhi Peace Prize for the years 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 at a function in
Rashtrapati BHawan today (26.02.2019). The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi
also attended the function and felicitated the awardees. The Minister of State for
Culture (Independent Charge), Dr. Mahesh Sharma and other dignitaries were
present on the occasion. The Gandhi Peace Prize was presented to the Vivekananda
Kendra, Kanyakumari for 2015; jointly to the Akshaya Patra Foundation and the
Sulabh International for 2016; to the Ekal Abhiyan Trust for 2017; and to Shri Yohei
Sasakawa (from Japan) for 2018.

Speaking on the occasion, the President said that Gandhian thinking, Gandhian
modes of struggle and Gandhian ideals of achieving human liberty by conciliation, by
appealing to the conscience of the opponent, have influenced some of the greatest of
our age. From Martin Luther King Jr in the United States to Nelson Mandela in South
Africa and Lech Walesa in Poland, a dazzling galaxy of statespersons has learnt and
borrowed from Gandhiji.

 

Pointing to the contributions made by the awardees, the President said that the
Vivekananda Centre has promoted self-help, sustainability and development
throughout our country, especially in areas populated by tribal communities. The
Akshaya Patra Foundation has advanced education and cognition by working to
remove hunger and enhance nutrition. The Sulabh International and its founder Dr
Bindeshwar Pathak were sanitation pioneers, advocating the merits of sanitation and
advocating toilets in days and years when not many others were. The Ekal Abhiyan
Trust is helping 2.2 million children – 52 per cent of them girls – access education. Mr
Yohei Sasakawa has been instrumental in helping us win crucial battles in the war
against leprosy – to prevent and eradicate the disease, and to end stigma and
discrimination.

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister congratulated all those who have been
conferred the prestigious Gandhi Peace Prize. He noted that the prize is being
conferred at a time when India marks the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.
The Prime Minister expressed happiness that on this occasion, the devotional hymn
Vaishnav Jan To, which was so dear to Bapu, had been rendered by artistes in about
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150 countries across the world. He said this is an indication that the world accepts the
relevance of Gandhi’s ideals, even today. The Prime Minister spoke of Mahatma
Gandhi’s commitment to Swachhta and how he had merged the streams of Jan
Bhagidari (public participation) and Jan Andolan (mass movement).

In his welcome address, the Minister of State for Culture (IC), Dr. Mahesh Sharma
said that it is appropriate that these awards are being given at a time when the nation
is celebrating the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. The award is
dedicated to the ideals and principles of peace and harmony propagated by the
Mahatma. The Culture Minister further said that Bapu’s mantra extended from
Satyagraha to Swachhagraha and he is a true apostle of peace in this world troubled
by turmoil and divisiveness.

The awardees said that they feel honoured to receive such a prestigious award and
they are inspired to work in their areas of excellence with renewed encouragement,
carrying forward the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi.

Gandhi Peace Prize for Social, Economic and Political transformation through Non-
violence was instituted in the year 1995. The Award comprises an amount of Rs. One
Crore and a Citation. The Jury of the Gandhi Peace Prize is a high level committee
headed by the Prime Minister of India.

This annual award is given to individuals, associations, institutions or organizations
who have worked selflessly for peace, non-violence and amelioration of human
sufferings particularly of the less-privileged section of society contributing towards
social justice and harmony. The Award is open to all persons regardless of
nationality, race, language, caste, creed or gender.

Click here to read more about the works of the awardees of Gandhi Peace Prize for
2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018.

(The President, Shri Ram Nath Kovind and the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi
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with the awardees of the Gandhi Peace Prize for the years 2015, 2016, 2017 and
2018, at Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi on February 26, 2019. The Minister of
State for Culture (I/C), Dr. Mahesh Sharma is also seen.)

*****
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DR JITENDRA SINGH TO PRESENT NATIONAL E-
GOVERNANCE AWARDS, 2019 TOMORROW

Relevant for: Pre-Specific GK | Topic: Important Prizes and Related Facts

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions

Dr Jitendra Singh to present National e-Governance
Awards, 2019 tomorrow

Awards to be given in 6 categories to recognize
achievements in the area of e-Governance

Posted On: 26 FEB 2019 4:01PM by PIB Delhi

With a view to recognize and promote Excellence in implementation of e-Governance initiatives,
the Government of India presents National Awards on e-Governance every year. The Union
Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region,
Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office, Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions,
Department of Atomic Energy and Department of Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh, will present the
National e-Governance Awards, 2019 here tomorrow (on 27th February, 2019).

The Awards will be given in 6 categories to recognize achievements in the area of e-
Governance. This initiative also seeks to disseminate knowledge on effective methods of
designing and implementing sustainable e-Governance initiatives, to encourage innovations in
successful e-Governance solutions and to exchange experiences in solving problems, mitigating
risks, resolving issues and planning for success.

The National e-Governance Award recognizes some of the best Government to Government (G
to G), Government to Citizen (G to C), Government to Business (G to B) initiatives taken by
government departments. It also recognizes initiatives in Start ups, Academic Research
Institutions as well as initiatives in adopting emerging technologies.

The six categories under which Awards will be presented are as follows:-

Excellence in Government Process Re-engineering for Digital Transformation.i.
Excellence in providing Citizen-Centric Delivery.ii.
Excellence in District level Initiative in e-Governance (i) North-East States + Hilly States (ii)
UTs (including Delhi) (iii) Other States.

iii.

Outstanding research on Citizen Centric Services by Academic/Research Institutions.iv.
Innovative Use of ICT in e-Governance solutions by Start ups [Start up as defined by
Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) Government of India]

v.

(vi) Excellence in Adopting Emerging Technologies.

Gold and Silver Awards in each category will be presented. A Special Jury Award is also being
presented in Category-I for IRCTC Rail Connect Mobile App. This Event along with the
Exhibition is a forum to showcase best practices, innovative technologies and ICT solutions. The
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Event includes an experience sharing session on some of the awarded initiatives such as: -

IRCTC Rail Connect Mobile App1.
UMANG2.
MDDA ERP3.
Punarvas4.
Hello Doctor 5555.
Wind Power forecasting services for the State of Tamil Nadu6.
Ultra Resolution UAV based Geo ICT enabled Property Tax Management System for
Municipal Area of Bhiwani

7.

The focus is on Citizen Centric Services and application of technology for encouraging
development. It is hoped that the exposure will help in digital transformation of the country by
replication of some of the projects.

The Event is expected to be attended by a large number of delegates from Government of India,
State Governments, Industry, Academia, and Private Sector.
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